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1993 SURVEY ON THE STRUCTURE OF AGRICULTURAL HOLDINGS 
Preliminary provisional results for the Euro­
pean Union of the fifteen 
The 1993 survey on the structure of agricultural hold­
ings is the tenth in the series of Community surveys and 
the second since 1977 in which the twelve Member 
States (except Germany) furnished Eurostat with indi­
vidual data on holdings. The data for the European Un­
ion of the twelve have been supplemented with the re­
sults of surveys carried out in Austria, Finland, Sweden, 
Norway and Switzerland. However, there are limits to 
the comparability of the latter results with those obtained 
for the Union of the twelve. This is because of differ­
ences in the national lists of characteristics, the defini­
tions on which the individual characteristics are based 
(especially the agricultural labour force) and the scope 
of the surveys. 
As part of the 1995 survey, the three new Member States, 
Austria, Finland and Sweden, will furnish Eurostat with 
individual data for the first time. 
It should be pointed out that, wherever possible, the ta­
bles and charts reproduced in the present publication 
show the results for the Union of the fifteen. The de­
scription of the results also covers the Union of the fif­
teen. In cases where complete data are not available for 
the three new Member States, only the data for the Un­
ion of the twelve are shown. 
About 9% fewer holdings 
The structural change affecting agriculture is brought into 
particularly sharp relief by the decline in the number of 
agricultural holdings. In 1993, there were about 7.8 mil­
lion holdings in the European Union of the fifteen. This 
represents a decline of about 9% compared with the 8.6 
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the number of holdings in Portugal declined by nearly 
one-fifth. Luxembourg, France, Spain and Belgium also 
recorded substantial declines of more than 10% between 
1989/90 and 1993. There were much smaller declines 
in the number of agricultural holdings in the Netherlands, 
Austria, Finland and Greece, with each recording falls 
of about 4% (see Table 1 and Chart 1 ). 
The utilized agricultural area (UAA) in the European 
Union of the fifteen fell from about 129.2 million hec-
tares in 1989/90 to 128.5 million hectares in 1993 (see 
Table 2). This is a decline of less than 1%. The utilized 
agricultural area (UAA) contracted much less dramati-
cally than the number of holdings over the period, as 
land released by holdings which ceased operations was 

























































































































































taken over by other holdings. As a result, the average 
size of agricultural holdings in the European Union of 
the twelve increased from 15.0 hectares in 1989/90 to 
16.4 hectares in 1993. 
Large holdings in the United Kingdom 
Chart 2 shows very considerable differences between 
Member States in the average utilized agricultural area 
Ílfífrtüt 
m Chart 2: Average agricultural area (AA) by 
holding, 1993 
3 S 
(UAA) per holding. The biggest holdings are found in 
the United Kingdom, followed by Luxembourg, Denmark, 
Sweden and France. On average, the smallest holdings 
are in Greece, Italy, Portugal, Austria and Finland. 
Large numbers of small holdings in the south 
Differences between Member States in the size struc-
ture of agricultural holdings are brought into even sharper 
relief when one focuses on the proportions of holdings 
in the size class of less than 5 hectares (seeTable 3 and 
Chart 3). In Portugal, Italy and Greece, about three-quar-
ters of all holdings are in the size class of less than 5 
hectares. There is also a very high share of small hold-
ings in Spain, where more than half are less than 5 hec-
tares in size. In Greece, Italy and Portugal, the percent-
age of holdings in the size classes of 50 hectares and 
above is almost negligible, whereas one-third of all hold-
ings are in this size class in the United Kingdom. 
Nearly two-thirds is arable land 
In 1993, some 60% of the utilized agricultural area (UAA) 
in the European Union of the fifteen was used for arable 
crops (see Table 4). The importance of arable farming 
ïixosteî 
M. Chart 3: Proportion of the number of 
holdings in size class less than 5 ha, 1993 
3. Agricultural holdings broken down by size classes 












































































































































































1 ) Sze classes by total area. 
2) Size classes by arable land. 
3) National survey in 1990. 































































































































































1) Including holdings 
2) Including holdings 
3) National survey in 
with only woodland, 
with permanent crops. 
1990. 
varies widely from one Member State to another. In Fin-
land, Denmark and Sweden, most of the utilized agricul-
tural area (UAA) is used for arable crops. Arable farm-
ing is less important in Ireland, where about 80% of the 
UAA is permanent pasture and meadow. This is because 
of the dominant position occupied by cattle and sheep 
farming in Ireland. 
The share of the UAA accounted for by permanent crops 
differs greatly between the north and the south of the 
European Union of the fifteen. In the mediterranien coun-
tries (Greece, Portugal, Italy and Spain), the share of 
permanent crops is higher than in northern countries, 
where it is little short of negligible. 
About 10% less cereals 
The area under cereals in the European Union of the 
twelve contracted by nearly 10% between 1989/90 and 
1993, from 35.6 million hectares to 32.2 million hectares. 
Over the same period, the number of holdings growing 
cereals declined by more than 15%, from 3.7 million to 
3.1 million (see Table 5). However, this overall figure 
masks widely varying rates of decline in individual Mem-
ber States. In Portugal, the area under cereals declined 
by about one-fifth and the number of holdings growing 
cereals by a quarter. There were also big declines in 
cereal growing in the United Kingdom, Luxembourg and 
Spain. The area under cereals fell less markedly in 


























































































































1) Natiional survey In 1990. 
France, the Netherlands and Germany, which each 
recorded reductions of about 5% in the area under 
cereals. 
Chart 4 shows that the importance of cereal production 
declined in the European Union of the twelve between 
1989/90 and 1993. Whereas some 55% of arable land 
in the European Union of the twelve was sown to cere­
als in 1989/90, the corresponding figure for 1993 was 
only about 48%. 
373 
H*ost3 Chart 4: Cereals as a proportion of arable c** i ia""1 land (%) 
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This reflects partly the first effects of the Common Agri­
cultural Policy (CAP) reform, which came into force in 
1993/94; in particular the various measures of set­aside. 
One in every two holdings involved in cattle farm­
ing 
Cattle farming plays an important part in agriculture in 
the European Union of the fifteen. As can be seen from 
Table 6, about 4.2 million holdings in the European Un­
ion of the fifteen ­ more than half the total of 7.8 million ­
rear cattle. 
There are however, very wide variations between Mem­
ber States in the percentage of holdings involved in cat­
tle farming. The country with the highest percentage is 
Ireland, where nearly every holding raises cattle. At the 
other end of the spectrum, only about one­third of hold­
ings in Italy and Spain are involved in cattle farming. 
High livestock density in the Netherlands 
The livestock unit (LSU) was first introduced in the 1989/ 
90 Structural Survey as a standard unit for measuring 
the size of cattle herds (see Table 7). Chart 5 shows that 
the Netherlands has the largest cattle herd per 100 hec­
tare of UAA (approximately 400 LSU per 100 hectare). 





























































































































































































































































1) The data for sheep, goats and poultry are from the national livestock survey in December 1993. 
2) National survey In 1990. 
^^jgkj Chart 5: Livestock unit (LSU) by 100 ha 
agricultural area (AA), 1993 
m
ω 
The figure for Belgium (approximately 320 LSU per 100 
hectare of UAA) is also very high. The figures for Spain, 
Portugal, Greece, Italy and France are significantly lower. 
A breakdown of the Irish cattle population in 1993 by 
type of cattle shows that grazing sector (bovines, sheep 
and goats) accounted for more than 90% of LSUs. In 
Luxembourg and the UK, their shares were above three­
quarters. In Denmark, the Netherlands and Belgium, by 
contrast, non­grazing sectors (pig­ and poultry­farming) 
are dominant. 
Tables 8 and 9 are examples that the cattle population 
tends to be more concentrated on larger holdings in the 
northern Member States. On average, the United King­
dom and the Netherlands have the biggest dairy herds. 
The differences between Member States are even more 
pronounced in the poultry sector. On average, the big­
gest table­poultry holdings are in Sweden, the Nether­
lands and the United Kingdom, where the average hold­
ing has more than 30 000 broilers. 
7. Livestock of agricultural holdings in livestock 
unit (LSU), 1993 















































5 8 1 
16.5 
3 3 8 
63.0 
7 9 0 
4 9 7 
88.5 



























2 0 6 
21.1 
2 9 4 
21.6 
15 7 









































































































































































1) National livestock 
2) National survey in 
























survey in December 1993. 
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1) National lives to 














































































































































































Agricultural labour force down by about 10% 
Aconsiderable proportion of the European Union's agri-
cultural labour force do not have farming as their pri-
mary occupation, having another occupation. The total 
annual working time of individuals is therefore expressed 
in annual work units (AWUs). One AWU is the minimum 
number of working hours per annum as laid down in 
national labour agreements. Where no minimum number 
is laid down, one AWU is deemed to be 1 800 hours. 
Labour input in the European Union of the twelve, meas-
ured in AWUs, declined by about 10% between 1989/90 
and 1993. In Portugal, the decline was no less than one-
third, and in Germany one-quarter (see Table 10). 
As can be seen from Table 11, family labour is an impor-
tant component of the agricultural labour force in the 
European Union of the twelve. In 1993, some 94% of 
the 15.0 million persons employed in agriculture in the 
European Union of the twelve were family workers. In 
the United Kingdom, family workers make up about 70% 
. of the farm labourforce; in Greece, the labourforce com-
prises almost exclusively family workers. 





































































































































1) National survey in 1990. m 
te urostat 
ËucâstdChart6: Labourforce full-time employed as 
a proportion of total labourforce (%), 1993 
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A quarter of all farm workers employed full­time 1 2 . Age 0 f the manager,l993 
In 1993, agriculture provided full­time employent (i.e. as 
a primary occupation) for only a quarter of the 15.0 mil­
lion farm workers in the European Union of the twelve 
(see Chart 6). In Greece, Portugal and Italy, only one in 
ten of the farm labourforce was employed on a full­time 
basis, compared with about half in Denmark, Ireland and 
the Netherlands. 
Half of all managers older than 55 
Decisions on a holding's future are largely influenced by 
the age of the manager. As can be seen from Table 7, 
more than half of the 7.3 million holding managers in the 
European Union of the twelve in 1993 were older than 
55. The situation is most acute in Portugal, Italy and 
Greece, where about 60% of all managers are over 55. 
In Germany, by contrast, only about one in three man­
agers is in this age group (see Table 12). It is clear from 
these results that in the near future decisions on whether 
or not to stay in business wiil have to be taken for a 
significant proportion of the EU's agricultural holdings. 
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55 to 64 
years 
2054.0 
21.0 
18.5 
162.2 
228.1 
427.2 
215.9 
36.1 
710.2 
0.8 
33.0 
142.8 
41.2 
19.4 
58.4 
65 years 
and over 
1809.5 
15.8 
15.5 
39.6 
239.9 
308.2 
117.2 
30.8 
817.2 
0.5 
19.3 
160.1 
47.9 
17.7 
45.4 
total 
7800.5 
7264.0 
76.3 
73.8 
606.1 
819.2 
1383.9 
801.3 
159.4 
2488.4 
3.4 
119.7 
258.4 
489.0 
191.9 
86.2 
243.5 
